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1.1 Patna ς Capital of Bihar  

Patna is the capital city of Bihar State situated 15 km along the confluence of the River Ganges. It is 

an entirely landςlocked state and lies mid-way between the humid West Bengal in the east and the 

sub humid Uttar Pradesh in the west which provides it with a transitional position in respect of 

climate, economy and culture. 

Figure 1: Location of Patna in Bihar State 

 
Source: Administrative Atlas, Bihar State, Directorate of Census 

Patna City is located on the south bank of the river Ganga and it is an important administrative and 

educational centre. The city has a very long river line surrounded on three sides by rivers ς The 

Ganga, Sone, and Punpun. The river Gandak flows into the river Ganga making it a unique place 

having four largish rivers in its vicinity to the north of Patna. The bridge over the river Ganges named 

Mahatma Gandhi Setu is 5575m long connecting Patna in the south to Hajipur in the north of Bihar 

and is the longest river bridge in India.  

Since the city of Patna is also a gateway to the Buddhist and Jain pilgrimage centers of Vaishali, 

Rajgir, Nalanda, Bodhgaya and Pawapuri, it attracts many tourists, apart from business class people. 

This shows that Patna not only played an important part economically, culturally, politically but also 

spiritually. 

1.2 Planning Significance of Patna as a City 

Out of 35 million plus cities (as per Census 2001) in India, Patna is 17th in rank with a total Urban 

Agglomeration population of 1,707,429. Patna has emerged as Primate City in the State of Bihar, a 

political, financial as well as population centre of the state. Patna Municipal Corporation (PMC) is the 

largest corporation with 44.1% share of the population of 7 corporations of the state, and 20% of 

total urban population of Bihar State. Patna Urban Agglomeration (PUA) Area has been experiencing 

rapid growth at rate of 48.13% (1991-2001) which higher than Patna District Average growth 

(30.65%) and State average growth of 28%. Both the migration from the hinterland as well as the 
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internal growth of population of Patna has contributed to this phenomenon. To meet this 

Department of Urban Development & Housing has decided to delineate the Patna Planning Area 

(PPA) comprises Patna City, its Patna Urban Agglomerates, and their influence area to prepare a 

Revised Master Plan of Patna up to the year 2031. 

Master Plan is a policy document showing the ways and means to achieve the desired objectives of 

the sustainable development of the concerned Planning Area vis-à-vis the population living therein 

for a given period. It is pertinent to note that development means integrated development of both 

physical infrastructures (basic amenities) and community development including health care 

facilities in the planning area. 

The main objective of the Master Plan is to ensure improved quality of life for the population 

residing in the PPA at present and in the future (i.e. up to the year 2031) mainly through allocation 

of land for various uses, specifying demands for various physical and social infrastructure. 

The target population of the Master Plan includes not only the resident population of the Planning 

Area. In addition, the populations of the influence zone of the Planning Area, daily commuters, and 

floating population, like tourists etc. It has been done to avoid the future shortfall in terms of land 

allocation for various uses and urban infrastructure both physical and socio-economic. 

Table 1: Area and Population of Patna Urban Agglomeration Area 

Name of Place 
2001 Area 

(in sq.km) 

1991 

Population 

(in Lakhs) 

2001 

Population 

(in Lakhs) 

Density of 

Population 

(pph) 

2001 

Growth 

Rate of 

Population 

1991-2001 

Patna Municipal 
Corporation 

99.45 9.17 13.66 137.40 48.97 

Patliputra Housing 
Colony 
(outgrowth of PMC) 

0.64 0.04 0.05 70.31 2.18 

Digha-Mainpura 
(Out Growth of PMC) 

6.99 0.35 0.53 77.20 55.20 

Sabazpura 
(Outgrowth of PMC) 

0.39 0.01 0.02 44.65 48.22 

Khalilpura 
(Outgrowth of PMC) 

0.80 0.03 0.05 60.53 73.43 

Badalpura 
(Outgrowth of PMC) 

0.67 0.01 0.01 10.86 24.49 

Phulwarisharif Nagar 
Parishad 

6.48 
 

0.35 0.53 82.49 52.18 

Danapur Nagar Parishad 11.63 0.85 1.31 112.79 55.03 

Danapur Cantonment 
Area 

3.42 0.23 0.28 82.56 20.19 

Khagaul Nagar Parishad 3.66 0.40 0.48 131.98 19.41 

Saidpura 
(Outgrowth of Khagaul) 

1.66 0.02 0.05 27.72 181.86 

Total for PUA Area 135.79 11 16.97 125 48.13 
Source: Primary Census Abstract, Census 2001, Directorate of Census, India 



   PATNA MASTER PLAN-2031 

 Town and Country Planning Organization, UD&HD, Bihar   4      

 

PUA Area had a population of 16.97 lakhs as per the 2001 Census while the PMC had a population of 

13.66 lakh (2001 Census). The growth of population in the PUA has increased rapidly in 1991-2001. 

Thus, using the 1991-2001 decadal growth rate as an indicator, the population of the PUA is 

expected to be 22.50 lakhs in the year 2011 and 28.01 lakhs in the year 2021. In addition, the 

floating population who commute from the districts to the PUA each day is expected to be 3.00 lakhs 

by 2021 against around 2.00 lakhs at present. The population of the PMC constitutes 80% of the 

population of the PUA. The density of population of the PMC is 137.40 persons per hectare (pph). 

The next highest density is of Khagaul NP, Phulwarisharif NP and Digha-Mainpura areas respectively. 

The areas with high growth rate, which varies from 48-73%, are Saidpura OG, Khalilpura OG, Digha-

Mainpura OG, Danapur NP, Phulwarisharif NP, PMC and Sabazpura OG. The extraordinary growth 

rate of Saidpura is due to the increase of its area. (*City Development Plan Report, Patna, 2006) 

1.3 Economic Profile 

The old part of city known as Patna city was a very major trading center in Eastern India and even 

today it is a major trading center. The economy of Patna Urban Area is predominantly in the tertiary 

sector i.e. commerce, administration, urban services and community facilities like health, education, 

recreation, etc. 

The economy of the hinterland of Patna Urban Area is predominantly agrarian. A large number of 

orchards produce fruits like mangoes, guavas, bananas etc. There are few factories within it and is 

surrounded by agricultural land. Even though, many factories have closed down in the recent past 

due to various factors. 

 

Agriculture Activities        Market ςAgricultural Market 
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Industrial activities are not significant to contribute much to the regional economy. Local and 

external trade and commerce are primarily linked to agriculture and allied activities. The Industrial 

Economy of Bihar State received a major setback after the reorganization of States and the creation 

of Jharkhand State where most of the large Industrial centers and important mineral producing 

districts of erstwhile Bihar were transferred. Currently, in Bihar, mineral based industries are almost 

non-existent. The large industrial establishments of the PUA include: Shri Lakshmi Cold Storage Ltd., 

Patna City; Pradip Lamp Works, Patna; The Bihar Cotton Mills, Phulwarisharif; Shri Baidynath 

Ayurvedic Bhavan Ltd. Patna; Hindusthan Manufacturing & Industrial Corporation Ltd., 

Phulwarisharif; Ambuja Electocasting Ltd. Patna; Bata India Ltd. Bataganj, Patna; Modi Steels Ltd. 

and others. 

There are also several brick kilns lined along roads and the River Ganges. It has developed the first 

Software Technology Park of Bihar at Patna has been developed by the Bihar State Electronics 

Development Corporation Limited (BSEDC), the nodal agency for development of IT industry in the 

State. 

The total workers population of PUA is 25.2% of the total population; whereas the male worker 

population is 3.8 lakhs (41.4%) and that of females is 0.45lakhs (5.8%).This is lesser than the 

percentage of workers population in Bihar state, which is 33%. Industries are spread over the PUA 

whereas services and institutions are concentrated in the PMC area. 

 

1.4 Existing Land Use ς Patna Municipal Corporation Area 

Patna is growing and emerging as trade and business center in last ten-fifteen years and witnessing 

rapid in migration from immediate hinterland and different part of the state of Bihar. It resulted in to 

rapid urbanization in neighboring areas of Patna Municipal Area become outgrowths of Patna City. 

In the absence of planning interventions since 1981, rapid growth led to haphazard development in 

the city of Patna. Haphazard development resulted into deterioration of open space and forest area 

(only 2.34 sq.m. per capita), uncontrolled and unregulated construction activities and brick Kilns in 

and along the riverbed of Ganga, formation of slum and unregulated construction within core city.  

The existing land use map is updated based on data collected through ground surveys and it is also 

verified by the govt. officials. 

Table 2: Existing Land use ς Patna Municipal Corporation Area 

Land Use Area (sq.km) Percentage (%) 

Residential 49.56 47.55 

Commercial 4.65 4.46 

Mix Use 3.52 3.37 

Industrial 1.09 1.05 

Public and Semi-Public 10.61 10.18 

Open Space / Recreational 3.20 3.07 

Transport / Roads 6.15 5.90 
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Airport 1.10 1.05 

Brick Kiln 0.73 0.70 

River / Flood Plain 3.49 3.35 

Water Body 1.06 1.01 

Vacant Land / Agriculture Land 18.40 17.66 

Forest 0.67 0.64 

Total PMC Area* 104.22 100 

*Note: Total Area is subject to change based on cadastral information 

 

Map 1 : Existing Land use Map ς Patna Municipal Corporation Area 

 
Source: CEPT, Ahmedabad 

1.5 Need for the Master Plan 

Being Capital City, Patna does not possess the Master Plan since 1981.  

The first Master Plan was prepared in the year 1962-81 and in reality; it was a quick land use 

exercise. After the formation of PRDA, the master plan was updated in the year 1982-2001. This 

master plan was only partially successful due to various socio-economic forces as well as statutory 

compliances. There was no constitutional intervention after 1962-81 Master Plan leading to lack of 

infrastructure investment and a rapid overflow of (unplanned and haphazard) physical growth of the 

city beyond the former jurisdiction of the urban development authority. 

 


